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Having completed the valuation of the first comities, Londonderry and Antrim, 
it was found, on comparing it with the amount of the actual rents paid, that, it 
corresponded very nearly with the rentals of the London companies, and with 
those of many of the principal landed proprietors of the district, hut that it was 
from 25 to 40 per cent, under the rentals of numerous small proprietors, i aking 
an average of the whole, the valuation proved to be about 25 per cent, under the 
gross rental of the country. 

As the valuation extended to the southward much pains were taken to pre- 
serve uniformity in the scale of value, as compared with the northern counties, 
first completed, and as a test, the valuators engaged in the more southern 
counties were directed to revalue some of the townlands previously valued in 
the north, and in every trial the correspondence between the new and the original 
valuation was so satisfactory that I felt satisfied the proportional scale of value 
originally adopted had been sustained. 

The same system and scale of value was preserved up to the year 1840, at 
which time the valuation of 20 counties had cither been completed or was in a 
forward state. 

In the month of August 1840, the Act of 1) &. 10 Viet., c. 110 , was passed, by 
which the principle of the valuation was changed from being a relative valua- 
tion of townlands, &c., based on a fixed scale of agricultural produce, to a 
tenement valuation for poor-law rating, to he made “ upon an estimate of the 
net annual value, (that is to say) of the rent for which, one year with another, 
the same might in its actual state he reasonably expected to let from year to 
year, &c.” 

The tenement valuation under the above Act has now been in operation during 
four years, and considerable progress has been made in the valuation of the 
counties of Dublin, Tipperary North and South Ridings, Waterford, Limerick, 
Cork, and Kerry, and in the counties of the cities of Kilkenny, Waterford, Cork, 
and Limerick ; hut it has been found in practice that great and nearly insur- 
mountable difficulties have arisen in carrying out the intentions of the Legis- 
lature, and determining, in the numerous cases of appeals which have been made, 
what, at the present time, is the fair net or letting rent value of the multitude 
of tenements, many of them extremely small, respecting the value of which 
appeals have been made. 

Landed property in Ireland is at present in a transition state, consequent on 
the failure of the potato crop, the reduction of the prices of agricultural pro- 
duce, and the pressure of unusual assessments for poor’s rates and county rates : 
in addition to these elements for discussion and consideration, the sub-commis- 
sioners of valuation, who preside at the courts of appeal, are perplexed by the 
numerous alterations consequent on the consolidation or subdivision of tenements 
within townlands, which alterations have frequently been made subsequently to 
the printing and distribution of the tenement valuation ; hence when the changes 
have been recently made a compound confusion is created between the extent 
and value of tenements as occupied, contrasted with those contained in the 
printed schedules ; and it is to be observed that when a tenement, however small, 
forms the unit of the valuation, every alteration, whether in extent or value, will 
change the proportion which such tenement or unit will bear to the gross amount 
of the union or electoral division in which it is situate, and also to the county 
or barony for grand jury assessment. To save the expense and delay caused by 
the investigation of such numerous and minute subjects for appeal, as well as to 
avoid the inconvenience resulting from the frequent variation in the extent ami 
value of the unit, it would appear to be desirable to recur to the principle 
originally adopted, and make the townland the unit, which, as already men- 
tioned, is the smallest denomination of land in Ireland which has fixed 
boundaries. 

And to avoid discussion in regard to rents, that the value of land should be 
determined, as heretofore, with reference to a fixed scale of prices for agri- 
cultural produce, by valuators, acting under the direction of the Commissioner 
of valuation. 
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la regard to the principle of adopting a fixed scale of prices of agricultural 
produce, as the basis of valuation, in preference to the net annual rent, it may be 
observed, that previously to the passing of the amended Poor-law Act (Ireland), 
12 k 13 Viet. c. 104, as the proportion of the poor’s rate payable by the imme- 
diate lessor was determined by the proportion which the rent payable to him by 
the tenant bore to the amount given in the poor-law valuation of the same 
tenement, it was necessary that the poor-law valuation should be, or be assumed 
to represent, the fair letting value of such tenement for the time being ; but as 
by the amended Act, s. 11 , the immediate lessor is in no case to pay more than 
one-half of the amount of the poor’s rate, it would not appear to be necessary 
that the actual letting value from year to year for the time being should be 
adhered to, but that the principle adopted in the Townland Valuation Act for 
county assessment, 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 84, which is based on a fixed scale of 
agricultural produce, might also be adopted as well for poor-law rating as county 
assessment. It is to be observed, that the scale of prices contained in the 
County Valuation Act, 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 84, corresponds very nearly with the 
present prices of agricultural produce ( see Appendix), and in consequence the 
scale for the poor-law valuation and county valuation should be, and is in fact, 
nearly similar, but on appeal the test of the accuracy of the two valuations is 
perfectly distinct ; according to one (the poor-law) the present letting rent is the 
criterion, in the other the fair relative value of the land according to its quality, 
under all the circumstances in which it is placed with reference to the standard 
prices of agricultural produce contained in the Act. It may be argued that if 
the present prices of agricultural produce correspond with the standard prices, 
the present letting value and the relative value according to the standard 
prices should be similar, and so they would be if lands were let according to a 
careful and systematic valuation, but the inequalities of actual lettings are 
notorious, and in practice it has been found that the fair and relative valuation 
of tenements made by the valuators, when tested by the actual rents, has been 
destroyed by appeals ; where the rent is high and above the valuation no appeals 
were made, as they could not be supported, but where the rent is low, or where 
large temporary allowances have been made, and in consequence the amount at 
present demanded is exceeded by the valuation, an appeal will lie, and the 
valuation is reduced to make it correspond with the actual payments as proved 
by the receipts. If on the contrary the relative value, and not the rents, were 
the criterion, we should be enabled to support the valuation as being relative 
and fair according to the standard scale of prices contained in the Act. 

At the present moment 28 counties out of 32 have been valued in townlamis, 
according to the standard prices contained in the Act, and two of these counties, 
viz. Kilkenny and Queen’s County, have been applotted in tenements for the 
purpose of poor-law rating, the townland scale of value having been adopted as 
the basis of the tenement valuation. 

To effect this object surveyors were employed to subdivide every townland 
into tenements, according to their occupation, by tenants holding by lease, or 
from year to year, as the case may he ; the original valuation of each townland 
was next applotted on each of the several tenements, using in the first instance 
the valuation lots or divisions made by the original valuators, when determining 
the value of the townland; subsequently the whole was compared and revised 
by a skilful valuator, the greatest attention in detail being paid to those town- 
lands which were subdivided into the greatest number of tenements in proportion 
to their extent, and a separate proportionate value was assigned to each : when 
the whole was completed it rarely happened that the total amount of the valua- 
tion of the land of each townland, as ascertained by the tot of the several 
tenements, differed more than Is. in the pound from the original valuation, 
the difference being as frequently an increase as decrease. 

The subdivision and revision of the valuation of the several townlands con- 
tained in one barony having been completed, the whole was printed and 
published, and having been subjected to the ordeal of appeals, every occupier 
having the power of appeal to the court of appeal held by two sub-commis- 
sioners, with .further power of appeal from their decision to the court of the 
assistant barrister at quarter sessions, the whole as finally decided was printed 
for assessment. 

4- A 2 If 
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If, for example of the result, we take the barony of Fassadinin, county of 
Kilkenny, wc find, — 



— 


Grow Value of Land 
according to 
Townland Valuation. 


Gross Value of Land ' 

Revised Tenement 
Valuation. 


Gross Value 
; of Houses according 
i to Townland 
i Valuation. 


, Gross Value 

of Houses according 
to Revised 
Tenement Valuation. 


Barony of Tassadinm • 


£. ». d. 

30,307 3 - 


£. *. d. 

30,094 3 - 


£. t. d. 
2,818 8 - 


£. t. d. 
C.S13 14 - 



It appears from the foregoing table, that a3 far as the value of land is con 
cerned, the difference between the original townland and revised tenement 
valuation is inconsiderable, being only 1 J</. in the pound, or id. per acre, 
but that there is u considerable increase in the value of buildings, which arises 
not so much from a difference in the two valuations in regard to the same 
building, but in consequence of the omission of all houses at and under the 
annual value of 5/. from the townlaud valuation, while every house or building, 
however small, is required to be valued for the tenemeut valuation, and as the 
number of buildings under the annual value of o l. greatly exceeds those above 
that amount, there has been necessarily a cousiderable increase in the amount in 
the value of buildings. 

The relative scale of the value of land, as determined by reference to the 
standard prices of agricultural produce contained in 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 8 - 1 , having 
been adopted as the basis for the tenement valuation of the county of Kilkenny 
and Queen’s County, the gross amount of each townland as now applotted will 
continue fixed for 34 years, and any change which may become necessary in 
the proportionate, value of tenements within any townland, in consequence of 
the increase or diminution of the area of the tenements, can be made without 
in any degree affecting the gross value of the townlands as far as the land is 
concerned, but tile amount of the value of the buildings, which are liable to 
frequent change, might be determined and adjusted, say, once in every three 
or five years. 

.As the principle of fixity, at least as far as the land is concerned, of the value 
of each townland has been found very advantageous and satisfactory in applotting 
for the grand jury assessment, I would suggest that the Tenement Valuation 
Act, 9 k 10 Viet., c. 110, be repealed, and that a Bill be introduced, enacting in 
all future valuations, including those in progress under the above Act, that the 
scale or standard prices for agricultural produce contained in the 6 & 7 Will. 4, 
c. 84, shall be adopted as the basis of such valuation ; and that the valuation 
shall in the first instance be made in townlands, for the purpose of county 
assessment; and having passed through the ordeal of the several committees 
of appeal and revision, as required for the townland valuation by the 9 Sc 1 0 
Viet., c. 110, the gross amount of the valuation of the land of each townland 
shall, be considered as fixed for 14 years, and then that the whole shall be 
subdivided into tenements, arranged in parishes for the purpose of local assess- 
ment of every kind. 

That power of appeal be given to the occupier of each tenement, to appeal 
against the area or amount of the valuation of his tenement, as compared to 
the valuation of any other tenement or tenements within the townland, such 
appeal or appeals to be heard by one of the sub- commissioners of valuation, as 
under the 9 Sc 10 Viet., c. 110 , assisted by parochial committees appointed by 
special vestries. 

SySte ^ were substituted for that at present adopted, I think there 
would be a saving of at least one-half the cost in the original valuation, and 
m the 24 counties (not including Kilkenny and Queen’s County) that have been 
valued in townlands under the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 84, the tenement valuation 
could be completed at an average cost between %d. and Id. per acre, while if 

we 
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we adopt the system laid down in the 9 k 10 Viet. c. 110, 
to 4 d. per acre at least, and the time occupied in ejecting 
increased fourfold. 



the cost will amount 
the valuation will be 



I have, Stc. 

(signed) Richard Griffith , 

Commissioner for the General Valuation of Ireland. 



To Hi, Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
kc. &c. See. 



A P PEND I X. 



Prices of Aghiccltubal Pkoouce in Ireland. 



Average taken at 39 of the Principal Maritime and Internal .Market, of Ireland, 
during the 

Year, ISIS, lbi(>, and 1850, given in Hundred Weights of 112 Ponmls. 


Standard Prices 
contained 

Act o'fic 10 Viet, 
cap. no. 




1818, 1819, ! 


1819, 






and 1850. ; 

1 


and 1830. 






j 

s. d . j 


5. d. 


4-. d. 


Wheat 


8 11 h 


8 4 


10 - 


Out, ! 


5 8| 


5 0 


G - 


Barley ------- 


0 1} 


5 9J 


7 - 


Potatoes 


4 2 


3 9 ^ 




Flax 


47 2 


47 8 


— 


Beef 


42 11 


41 1 k 


33 - 


Mutton ------- 


48 7 J 


47 1 i 


34 0 


Pork -------- 


40 2 


38 1 l 


25 0 


Butter 


08 - 


04 G 


09 - 
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